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Abstract

Bahram Mirza (923-956/1517-49) is the youngest son of Shah Ismail, and one of the patrons of the art of Safavid
era. His passion for painting, calligraphy and the support he gave to the artists and writers, has caused the production
of great cultural works. This article is a study and an account on Bahram Mirza’s life, and an introduction to his
art works, his position as a patron of art, manuscript and album making and a collector. In this paper his albums,
especially Album(muraqqga) (TSKH.2154) (951/1544-45) with introduction from Dust Muhammad and two other
Albums(muraqqa) (TSK.B410) and (B615) kept in Topkapi Saray library, is studied and presented.

As though these works are out of rich and kept in museums outside Iran, researching on this topic has been very
difficult, and access to the images has also been another issue. It might be for the same reason that this patron’s
identity and position and his works are unknown to us, and have not been studied as deserve. This paper has involved
introducing this artist by reviewing and studying the resources and analysing his works by assessment on them. This
research is a monography with art history formal analysis method. The conclusion of this research shows that this
art patron has also been devoted to art at the same time that he was ruling the country and being political figure. The
wide variety of activities of this patron have saved lots of valuable works of Iranian artists from damage. Though the
attribution and sources of the art pieces have been identified through his albums. He has accumulated and formed a
chronological resource of art pieces from two centuries. His albums can be considered as part of the visual history of
painting and calligraphy. Bahram Mirza in addition to restoration of the works has approached a new way of reading
in visual art by putting the works of different periods together. He has connected the past to his own time and draws
a new history of Persian visual art.

The outlook of this research can be instrumental for researchers also for cultural institutions and museum and those
having interest in this subject area.
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