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Abstract

Photographs and visual documents of the Qajar era reflect innumerous cultural and social values, and
therefore, it is essential to pay particular attention to this treasure as a prominent history of Iran’s visual
culture and art. Thus, building on qualitative and interdisciplinary method of Gillian Rose’s discourse
analysis, this descriptive-analytical study investigated the interactions and relationships between the par-
ticipants (photographer, photography object and subject, camera and audience) in the production and
consumption of the purposefully selected Zell-e-Soltan’s personal photographs in portrait and social docu-
mentary genres, as well as how each participant is constructed, and examined the role of power discourses
and institutions in how they are constructed in such relationships. In order to answer the question that what
discourses, objects, and subjects are constructed and how they are constructed during such interactions
and relationships, this study achieved some results that show the mutual effectiveness of socio-political
discourses and objects and subjects in constructing one another. In this process of construction, the ob-
ject in front of the camera is affected by the hidden and virtual influence of power apparatuses such as
photography, and more importantly Zell-e-Soltan’s monitoring and hegemonic apparatus, automatically
disciplines its body and casts it in a special form, and normalizes it (distorted body). In such a monitoring
process, all apparatuses are a subset of a discourse: Zell-e-Soltan’s discourse. Such discourses as power,
patriarchy, modernity, and discipline revolve around this political-feudal discourse, constructed through
the accompanying codes of objects and subjects in photographs.
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