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Abstract

Islamic Art scholars and theorists investigated Islamic art with different perspectives. Some of them have not
paid attention to the meaning and they just classified styles of Islamic art and some others have paid attention to
the meaning like traditionalists and have presented cosmological interpretations for it. Yasser Tabbaa is one of
the theorists of Islamic art who has paid attention to the subject of meaning of Islamic art forms with an historical
approach from the school of Grabar. Yasser Tabbaa classifies theories about Islamic Art in the archaeologists,
orientalists and art historians, traditionalists and historicists. Importance of these approaches is in the answers
which they give about questions which formed around Islamic art. They turn on some special perspectives about
this art. Some of them like archeologists with limiting interpretation and rejecting meaning help us to know roots
and highlight developments of this art and some of them like traditionalists consider unity in the Islamic culture
beyond time and place.

Yasser Tabbaa discusses about Islamic art with a different trend with this belief that we don't truly understand
Islamic Art with their trends. He criticizes the interpretation of the forms of Islamic art, for example calligraphy,
as a global Islam with out time and place. He also criticizes racial and national readings and evaluates them
imperfect in the understanding of this art. In his opinion other theorists in the meaning discussion in the Islamic
Art were unaware about that as a phenomenon in the time and place which stayed in the history and historical
documents, references and texts. He tries to check out different aspects of relationship between form and
meaning in the Islamic Art and find answers for how and why new forms created and how and why meanings
are related and he tries to understand which political and religious requirements this meaningful forms show. He
tries to find the role of historical factors and conditions in the Islamic Art formation. He follows Grabar historical
approach who searched historical factors in the Islamic art creation.

Tabbaa claims that formation of new Art forms and their propagation in the different regions of Islamic world
were in the special religious, political, social and technological background. He thinks that two factors, theology
and politics, were significant in the formation of Islamic art forms and he accordingly paid attention to readout
periods of Islamic art history and interpretation of new forms. In his claim creation of new artistic forms, for
example readable semi kufic calligraphy, cursive calligraphy, arabesque and mugqarnas in the fourth until
seventh centuries were the consequence of and related with two factors: theology and politics.

In this article we introduce classification of Tabbaa about different approaches to the Islamic art and description
of his approach.
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