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Abstract

One of the important findings in archeological excavations in Sassanid sites is pottery, which has an effective
role in illuminating the ambiguous angles of Sassanid culture and civilization. In this research, we intend to study
decorative designs of relief pottery attributed to the Sassanid period, which has been mentioned in various sources.
The purpose of such research is typology and classification of decorative patterns in terms of form and content and
revealing the degree of influence of past cultures and then chronology of relief pottery under study. Accordingly,
research questions include; 1. What are the decorative motifs used on the relief pottery under study? 2. How much
are these decorative motifs from pre-Sassanid cultures? According to the research results, the decorative patterns of
the studied pottery are: Human, animal, plant and geometric motifs. These motifs are executed in a molded way,
sometimes in combination with each other and sometimes independently. In general, in pottery with human motifs,
decorative motifs express political, religious, military and sports narratives, and in pottery with plant and animal
motifs, decorative motifs express mythological and realistic themes. In some pottery with human motifs, following
the art of the Achaemenid and Assyrian eras can be seen. These motifs seem to reflect the narrations in which the
Sassanid introduced themselves as the heirs of the Achaemenid Empire. The production of such pottery seems to
be the product of the common use of mold in the 4th century AD. This research has been completed by descriptive-
analytical method and based on library studies.

Keywords: relief pottery, Sassanid, decorative motifs, chronology.
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