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Abstract

Flowers and Birds paintig of the Safavid period can be studied in three periods. The present study, based
on a descriptive-analytical method, tries to answer these questions: what are the visual characteristics of
flowers and chickens in the Safavid period and how can they be divided in several ways? What factors can
be considered effective in the style and context of Safavid flowers and Birds painting? Findings based on
visual analysis of the paintings indicate that the arrival of the Timurid muraqga in the Safavid library, the
Sufi attitude of the kings and the influence of Iranian immigrant artists who had gone to the Gurkani court
due to cordial relations had a direct impact. The desire for realism and increasing demand in the market
circle, was able to lead to the formation of flower and birds themes in the Safavid period and created new
conditions for the artist to produce works outside the court painting. One of the factors behind the Safavid
period is the arrival of the East Dutch company in India, which led to the arrival of botanical works and
engravings. First, Indian flower and plant artists copied these works, and then these patterns reached Iran,
as well as Dutch artists. They also came to Iran and a number of these artists came to the supervision of
workshops and Librarys in Isfahan and trained students, but the Iranian flower and Birds artist remained
on his traditions in painting flowers and birds, although of the flower design type. They were inspired by
European works, but they never imitated them like Indian Gurkani artists. During the first Isfahan period,
Riza Abbasi was able to paint flowers and birds. Moin, like Reza Abbasi, emphasizes the bird. Shafi
Abbasi was one of the main promoters of this method in Isfahan. Like his father, Riza Abbasi, he carried
out many court orders with plant designs for muraqqa, which is a testament to the courtly roots of this type
of painting. Shafi’i was famous in painting of flower. With the beginning of the third period (Isfahan II),
Muhammad Zaman with the background of his traditional patterns such as Agha Moin and Muhammad
Shafi, second-hand Indian works, European works and Dutch engravings and training of Western masters,
with emphasis on flowers instead of birds, painting with a pardaz (Conventional Iranian painting) and
the emphasis on showing the volume of flowers with a certain angle of light, on a flat and monochromatic
background, both showed a realistic way of studying flowers and a connection between traditional Safavid
and Zand-Qajar flower and bird paintings in the future. The works of Safavid artists’ flowers and Birds
were divided into two parts: watercolor and Siah Qalam. Siah Qalam design was a method that was
performed with a long linear ‘pardaz’ or ‘Qalamgiri’ and was mostly used as a practical design. Most of
the information in this study was completed by Indian and Iranian authorities and Lucky works were not
considered in this study. The method of collecting materials and images of this research has been done in
the form of libraries and using the available resources of museums and reputable sites.
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