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Abstract

Throughout different periods, belief in the miracles of the prophets and the relics left by them has been
very common. The sandals of the Prophet ®5Y™® have also been noticed by Muslims. In their belief, their
sandals could be used as a sacred object to help solve suffering or heal the sick. The image of the Prophet’s
sandals in Islamic works has been published and has appeared along with prayers, poems and descriptions
of the virtues of the Prophet ®5Y™, The questions are: How did the image of the Prophet ®5V’s sandals be-
come sacred symbols? What are the visual features of these sandals? Many versions have been depicted in
connection with the Prophet ®BU"’s sandals, their repetition and reproduction over the centuries and their
various miraculous functions have made them a sacred symbol. Certain concepts have been attributed to
the image of the Prophet ®BV"’s sandals: repelling calamities and sufferings, attracting charity and bless-
ings, healing, worldly and otherworldly happiness, forgiveness of sins, etc., which confirm its sanctity
and miracle. In appearance, we can also identify a sequential and evolutionary trend, from simple icons
to complex and luxurious methods among them. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the
method of collecting information is done through books. The books of Sira and Shamail, and the books of
traditions, provide detailed information about the sandals that the Prophet ®BY wore. Belief in the sanctity
of sandals is not only common among the general public, but some rulers have sought their support and
assistance in times of crisis. In terms of iconograohy and appearance, it is possible to summarize and,
based on the illustration of its types, a sequential and evolutionary process, from simple icons to complex
and luxurious methods: simple linear design; Simple sidebar lines; wide side lines decorated with floral
motifs or calligraphic inscriptions; with or without leather straps; the inner surface is covered with intri-
cate plant ornaments and calligraphic inscriptions; use of abstract symbols of sacred objects or buildings
such as: Kaaba, Prophet’s Mosque, Ibrahim’s mausoleum, pulpit of the Prophet ®BUH), etc. The feeling of
the symbolic miraculous power of the Prophet’s ®®U" sandals, along with other sacred symbols such as:
his robe, shoulder, rosary, shoes or sword, was more evident. In general, it can be said that sandals, as
relics of the Prophet ®®Y™ embody his constant presence. This is a deep spiritual connection between the
believer and the Prophet ®®Y™ to whom these sandals once belonged. Sandals are also sacred, a place for
individual and collective memory, and a reminder of the memories they carried with them. Sacred objects
are part of historical memory. The use of sacred relics by medieval Muslims focused the remembrance of
the saints’ memories on sacred objects, thus giving them a deep meaning and building respect for them.
The outline of the role of the sandals is further summarized and serves as a sacred symbol of blessing and
healing, and sometimes includes the role of amulets and calamities.

Keywords: Prophet’s sandals, Na‘l al-Nabi, Holy symbolism, Islamic iconography.
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