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Abstract

Music, as an unattainable auditory realm, which provides many opportunities for the flight of imagination,
has always had an inherent attraction that has called many artists to conquer. Due to the absence of material
in formation, music is interpreted as the art without place, which is fluid and flows in the mind. The
proximity of the image to the music can leads the thought to a kind of objectification of the concepts
behind the works of music. In the current research, we will study the influential elements of music that
have been able to enter the image world, and play a similar role in the image as in the piece of music.
Musical elements such as sound, color, rhythm and harmony, which can be analyzed in comparison with
visual index elements such as line, color, rthythm and composition. In this research, eight images from the
collection of Rackham’s illustrations for Ring Opera have been selected and analyzed.

In this paper, considering the characteristics of Wagner’s music in Ring opera, and studying the
characteristics of Rackham’s illustrations, using a descriptive-analytical method in this mutual search, we
try to understand the extent of Rackham’s influence from musical space, and to establish a connection
between these two fields.

Studying the features of Rackham’s illustration as an English illustrator of the Victorian era shows us the
face of a person who uses different styles in his illustrations. He is best known for his detailed illustrations
depicting the mystical world of fantasy and fairy tales.By studying Rackham’s works, we feel a suspension
between the material and magical worlds. How to use line as rotating shapes influenced by Art Nouveau,
Soft and delicate coloring in close-up spectra is similar to Japanese prints. Abstract representation of nature
and the characteristic of animism in trees has added grotesque aspect to the images.

Wagner’s works and his musical drama have many visual aspects too. The influence of music can be
considered in the following aspects in Rackham’s work: The rhythmic and wavy representation of the lines
reflects the musical characteristic of the images. Also, the change in the thickness of the lines, which causes
heaviness and lightness, is similar to the sound energy, which can be understood in different instruments.
Continuous lines are reminiscent of Wagner’s long sentences with no cadence . Gradual changes between
colors demonstrate the chromatic intervals in the music. The power and quality of the lines are portrayed
as the high intensity of the sounds and the strong dynamics of the music. The sense of musical movement
is evident in the inherent nature of Rackham’s lines. By using lines, Rackham distances himself from the
actual display of volumes, and becomes more akin with the abstraction of music. But Rackham, in the
face of the greatness of Wagner’s music, has acted fantastically and has become more decorative than
psychological. And this is partly due to his lack of understanding of the music space and inability to deal
with his sense of fantasy and personal view.
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