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Abstract

Rituals of mourning across different cultures often follow a shared archetype rooted in ancient beliefs
surrounding the death and resurrection of fertility deities and the dependency of human sustenance on
these divine forces. In this context, ancient cultures reveal numerous parallels between agricultural fer-
tility rites and mourning ceremonies. One such ritual, the act The ritual of “putting the felt around the
neck”, is frequently referenced in historical records and visual sources. This study investigates the origins
and symbolic significance of this ritual act, proposing its roots lie in pastoral fertility performances and
supplicatory traditions. Accordingly, the present research aims to investigate the origins of “putting the
felt around the neck” in mourning rituals, based on the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasb paintings, and will
answer these questions such as what worldview and beliefs putting felt around the neck originate from and
what connection it has with pastoral performances?

The research adopts a historical-comparative approach, with purposive sampling focusing on two illus-
trated folios from the Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasb, depicting the mourning scenes of Iraj and Farud.
Utilizing an iconographic method, the study analyzes these visual representations alongside literary, his-
torical, and mythological texts, as well as related visual traditions.

In the end, it was concluded that the act of wearing a [black] felt cloth around the neck symbolizes a
mimetic representation of the garb of a fertility deity, who has undergone a transformation into a pastoral
figure. This practice reflects a symbolic association between shepherd rituals and the blessings brought by
the herald of spring, marking the end of winter and the beginning of livestock birthing season. Ultimately,
the ritual signifies the Neolithic-era connection between human life and animal husbandry, where invok-
ing the favor of fertility gods was aimed at ensuring agricultural and pastoral prosperity.

Keywords: Iconology, Pastoral rituals, Mourning garment, Throwing felt around the neck, Wearing pash-
mina, Shahnameh of Shah Tahmasab.
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