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Abstract

Mantiq-ul-Tayr, preserved in the Metropolitan Museum of New York, is one of the finest manuscripts of
the Timurid period, which is important due to the participation and supervision of Kamal al-Din Behzad
over some of its illustrations. The art of illustration in this version is of the highest quality, and mystical
nuances are skillfully incorporated into the realities of everyday life. In the present study, an attempt has
been made to pay attention to the inscriptions of Quranic verses and the admonitions (dhikr) inspired by
them as an inseparable element of the story of the illustration, which have an apparently intangible pres-
ence but are very effective inwardly because the selection of Quranic verses and admonitions (dhikr) was
not done aimlessly, and both obvious and hidden goals were considered in this. The objective of this study
can be identified as exploring the relationship between Quranic inscriptions and the invocations inspired
by them with the overall narrative depicted in the artwork. The present research seeks to provide solid and
reliable answers to the following two questions: First - What is the connection between the calligraphic
inscriptions of verses, remembrances, and stories? Second - For what reasons did the artist refrain from
writing the exact verses of the Holy Quran and use the remembrances inspired by the Quran? In summary,
it was clear from studying the painting that the artist does not only want a mere relationship between the
divine names and the audience, but also seeks to place God at the center of his audience’s attention and
to encourage his audience to not only remember God verbally, but to turn to God with all their being and
have a living and existential relationship with God. In fact, The artist, through the depiction of verses and
invocations within the imagery, creates a visual representation of remembrance whose reflective and con-
templative dimension endures as long as the artwork remains in existence and the artist is the link between
God and the audience of the work, and this is the main function of the verses and admonitions in Iranian
painting. The present study is qualitative and has examined the painting in question with a descriptive-an-
alytical approach and using library resources (real and virtual).
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