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The Function of the Cognitive Processes of “Judgment-Decision” and
“Problem-Solving” in the Anecdotal Structure of the Children’s Comic
Strips “Father and Son”
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Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

The book “Father and Son” by Erich Ohser, known as Plauen, is a collection of humorous children’s comic
strips. A comic strip refers to a sequence of static images conveying a narrative. Cognitive narratology
studies the relationship between the narrative text and the mental processing and representations of the
audience. This article aims, through a cognitive psychological approach, to investigate how the cognitive
processes of “Judgment-Decision” and “Problem Solving” function within the semantic humor system of
the comic strips in that work. The “semantic humor system” denotes the formation of the laughter process
within the framework of a semantic framework. The mentioned book targets age groups “B” and “C” and
has been republished by various publishers in Iran. The German edition is wordless and features black-
and-white images; however, some Persian republications include colored images and appended written
narratives. The comic strips feature an anecdotal structure. That is, their structure relies on a Punchlin
(surprise in the final panel). The selection of this book, is justified not only it’s global recognition
but also due to the centrality of the cognitive processes of judgment-decision and problem-solving in
creating the punchline of its anecdotes. This interdisciplinary study employs an analytical- descriptive
method. The findings indicate that in humorous comic strips, besides the frame-to-frame gap filling
enhancing children’s cognitive knowledge, the gaps embaded in discourses based on cognitive processes
of judgment and problem-solving are also concretized for the child.
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Comic strip [En]/ bande dessinée [Fr]

Mickey mouse
Goofy

Donald duck
Fix and fax

Atze

Wihlem busch
Max and morite
Hons and fritz
Hans hegen
mosaik

Rolef kauka
Hans traxier
volker

Gerhard seyfried
Erich Ohser
Ovel Stain

Vater und Sohn [in Germany]
cognition

. judgement

problem solving strategy
heuristic

decision making
ancdote

Dorrell, L. D.

Czech Rapid Arrows
Jaroslav Foglar
Dimitris Apostolou
Gerasimos Linardatos
bande dessinée [Fr]
decoupage [Fr]

panel

noise

build up

punch line

schema

stereotype

Bayes probability thore
base-rate information
rules of thumb
representativeness heuristic
Slip

mistake

Reason, J.

Change blindness
Simons, D. J.

Levin, D. T.
preferences

anchoring



50. imagination

51. fast-and-frugal heuristics

52. search rule

53. stopping rule

54. decision rule

55. chameleon

56. Mirror neurons

57. representational change

58. Ohlsson

59. insight

60. constraint relaxation

61. re-encoding

62. elaboration

63. Deviation from functional fixation

64. Challoner

65. mental set

66. progress monitoring

67. analogical problem solving

68. superficial similarity

69. structural similarity

70. procedural similarity
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72. means-end analysis

73. Newel, A.

74. Simon, H.A.
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