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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze the mechanisms through which women’s images are represented in
urban billboards and to identify the psychoanalytic ideologies underlying the social roles attributed to
women in these representations, drawing on Jacques Lacan’s psychoanalytic theory. To this end, seven
billboards installed in Valiasr Square, Tehran—one selected from each year between 2018 and 2024—
were chosen through purposive sampling. The study seeks to answer the following questions: How is
women’s social identity represented in the selected billboards, and how are Lacanian psychoanalytic ide-
ologies implicitly manifested within them? The research adopts a descriptive method combined with
social psychoanalytic analysis.

The findings indicate that the billboards of Valiasr Square predominantly reproduce traditional stereo-
types, portraying women mainly in family-oriented, caregiving, and duty-bound roles. Psychoanalytic
analysis based on Lacanian theory reveals that, at the level of the visual unconscious, these representations
perpetuate a patriarchal gaze, in which women function not as agents of meaning but as objects of the so-
cial gaze and desire. Furthermore, an analysis of the visual composition of these billboards demonstrates
that elements such as color, scale, line, and spatial arrangement are deliberately employed to construct
women’s social identities and to reinforce their symbolic and imaginary meanings. Nevertheless, in the
more recent billboards, signs of a rupture from this dominant discourse and a tendency toward redefining
feminine identity can be observed. Consequently, urban billboards have become a site of confrontation
between the persistence of tradition and the inclination toward modernity, reflecting the latent psychoan-
alytic tensions within society regarding women’s social roles.

Keywords: Representation of Women’s Social Identity; Valiasr Square Billboards, Tehran; Jacques La-
can; The Three Orders (Imaginary, Symbolic, Real).
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